AS THE SUN


If we understand our heavenly Father, it eases our attempts of imitating Him.  This paper, although tedious, will prove to be of value only to students concerned with growth, and is not written with note of apology to the browser.



“But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you, that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:44-45



“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father.  Who hath ears to hear let him hear.” Matthew 13:43



Our solar sun is non-selective in its shining.  A garbage dump receives the same amount of light, as does a worship sanctuary.  It constantly exudes forth light, warmth, and energy to all in its path indiscriminately, impartially, and without regard of the beauty or worth of the object being warmed and illuminated.  As the sun shines, everyone’s crops are benefited.  Likewise, when it rains, the crops of the just and the unjust are watered equally.  This is a material example of the outpouring of the Father’s love.  It does not single out the good for favor and discriminate against the unlovely.  It shining is without regard for its being beseeched.  If any one is not receiving light, they need only to walk out and enter into the path of the light’s shining.



It is not that we are to single out the enemies or the unjust and shine only on them, not at all.  We are to speak forth truth, do good, and love continually and be careful to not exclude any as the recipients of our good.  Judging is to be avoided for this reason.  Let the righteous shine as the sun, (i.e. indiscriminately, non-selectively, impartially, and unqualifiedly) in the kingdom of their Father.  Children of Light, or of the Father are not practitioners of excluding people from their light.



“Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine (i.e. giving light unto all, non selectively) before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your father (whose light you shine) which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16



As we do good, or pray for God’s blessings upon people and nations, we are to exclude none.


In Jesus’ day people prayed for the good of their nation and their family and prayed for the destruction of their enemies.  Believe me, they were not imitating God in this practice.  Jesus taught they they were wrong to exclude and discriminate in the following verses:



“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you.”  Matthew 5:44, and Luke 6:28 (In Psalms 109 the opposite is employed.)


“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the highest; for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.  Be ye thereful merciful as your Father also is merciful.” Luke 6:35-36



Jesus had much to say about prayer, but insofar as mentioning prayer on behalf of other people, he referenced only prayer for one’s enemies.  It is helpful to understand the spiritual reasoning behind this command.  To do so we must understand Luke 6:35-36 referenced above.  An outline of its message is as follows:


1. When you act as your Father acts, you are indeed his children, easily recognized as his children because your manners and behavior are identical to His.

2. He, your Father, is kind to the ungrateful and evil.  To be imitators of your Father you must be kind to the ungrateful and evil.

3. This is done by acting as your Father acts, i.e.

a. Love your enemies as well as your friends.

b. Do good impartially

c. Lend, hoping for nothing again.

d. Be merciful in like manner described above, as your Father is merciful.

This is expanded upon in Matthew 5:44 and Luke 6:28:

a. Bless them that curse you.

b. Do good to them that hate you.

c. Pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you.



It becomes clear that our Father loves all men with an unqualified love, loving and doing good even to those who take the posture of enemy.  A Father’s love for a child may sense disobedience, but he will hardly acknowledge a child as an enemy.  He who is both eternal and indestructible cannot have effective enemies, only erring children.  His mortal children might have enemies, but even so, their eternal destiny is never endangered.  We can have enemies temporally only.  God regards every man as his child and would have us join him is viewing them as he views them.  We are to love all men equally, as does our Father.  Some choose to be our enemy.  In effect, they are functioning as enemy to their own spiritual progress by so choosing.  We are to love such an erring brother, do good to him, be merciful to him, and in all things imitate our Father in refusing to acknowledge an adversarial relationship as existing.  We want out brother to enjoy a warm fellowship with our Father as we do.  We act with love toward our brother at all times, without regard of his adversarial actions or reactions.  We seek to assist our brother.  Our refusal to react in kind to his unkindness demonstrates that we practice Romans 12:21 “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”



As God does not change, his love does not expand or contract.  This is part of the meaning of  “Be ye perfect, as I am perfect.”



Let’s face facts.  It is not natural to love your enemies.  It is supernatural.  Only a child of God has such ability.  It is difficult to do good to them that despitefully use us and persecute us.  It takes supernatural spiritual strength to do so.  Therefore pray because of them for the ability to unfailingly exude your Father’s love toward them.  A study of the word for in both the Greek and English shows it means ‘to assign a reason’.



Furthermore, in regards to alleged enemies, we recognize that at worse they are merely confused and erring brothers who probably aren’t praying for spiritual progress properly.  We want them to also function as happy children of the Father.  Since they aren’t praying for progress, we pray in place of or on behalf of this brother that he will be given the perception to understand that we regard them as forgiven brothers and for only their good.  We pray that our retaliation response of love will awaken a desire in them to know the Father warmly also.  In regards to our brothers who would play the role of enemy, we pray because of them and the drain they place on our spiritual resources and we pray on behalf of them that they will be able to respond to love.  Indeed we pray that our light will so shine that men will see our good works, recognize that they are prompted by our Father, and give glory to our Father which is in heaven.  Additionally, we pray for guidance to discover the ways and means of loving them more.



Thus we see why Jesus instructed us to pray for (i.e. because of and in behalf of) our enemies.  Alleged enemies give us a workship opportunity to let our light shine.  We are enabled to demonstrate both our Sonship and the nature of our Father.



Our friends and love ones do not create this unique prayer necessity for us.  Sometimes enemies besiege them and we will want to pray for their spiritual stamina and perceptiveness in their enemies of the love being extended.



Note that nowhere are we instructed by Jesus to pray that our enemy be foiled in his adversarial attempts.    Selflessness and self-forgetfulness are the keynote to praying for one’s alleged enemies.  Our heavenly Father is important.  To know Him is everything.  Our brother who knows him little makes adversarial overtures towards us.  God forbid that any move on our part should do aught but draw our brother into a saving love for our Father.



Our Father loves all men with an unqualified love.  Child of God, it is natural behavior for you to grow into the stature of He who sired and Sonshipped you.  It is natural for you to pray because of and on behalf of your enemies.  As a child of God, you, the eternal you, cannot be injured by alleged mortal adversaries.  Those men who take a posture of enemy toward you grant you a forum to effectively bear witness that you are God’s child.  You welcome this opportunity to love your brother into an awareness of our Father’s love for him.



As one no longer is aware of having enemies, viewing all men as brothers, then due to an attitude change one has destroyed all of one’s enemies.  You become victor through the willful reclassification of all men as brethen whom you love.  Use this insight as you read passages in ancient writings regarding God’s destruction of enemies.  Men of old, in ignorance, slaughtered one another imagining themselves to be carrying out God’s will.  Only reclassification was desired or needed.  With the ‘sea of reeds’ (i.e. the waters resulting from the penmanship of many reeds) removed, you may walk on the dry land and escape from your enemies.  You redefine them to be brothers whom you love.  Now, rather than flee from your enemies, you flee towards the alleged enemy to do good to them that hate you.



All of the aforementioned is appreciable only to one who is inclined to love God and to do his will.  Having read this much, you likely are so inclined so aid is now offered in understanding the ancient law, “Be ye perfect as I am perfect.”  It is directly related to the matter of reaction or the lack of it towards enemies.



Dictionary definitions define perfect as ‘whole, complete, and lacking nothing.’  We are instructed, “Be ye imitators of God.”



If we are to be like Him, we can succeed only if we properly understand his nature.  Much can be said, but we center on a few basic issues:


1. God is Love.

2. God is Spirit.

3. God changes not.

4. He is Light and in Him is no darkness at all.

5. Every good and perfect gift comes from above from the Father of lights in whom there is neither variableness nor turning of shadow.



For the sake of this study we shall examine the issue of changing not and having neither variableness nor turning of shadow.  For love to be unchanging and perfect it must always be:


1. The right amounts and type of love continually.

2. Exuded voluntarily without need of being beseeched or beckoned to

3. Unqualified, unearned, and not given in greater quantity to those loving in return.

4. Unqualified, unearned, and not given in lesser quantity to the ungrateful.

5. Given without need of purchase.

6. Unwilling to extend reprisal or vengeance for wrongs done, even loving enemies.

7. Without respect for persons, races, heritage, or nations.



All of these 7 factors describe our Father whose nature Jesus illustrated.  We are to be the embodiment of these traits.  We must love in an unchanging fashion, which is appropriate, if we constantly are the embodiment of the above 7 traits.



This can be accomplished only if one’s love is constantly non-reactionary.  Only one whose soul is filled with the Father’s Love can love as Jesus loved.   Perfect love is non-reactionary.  If it were otherwise, it would be changing, i.e. loving the lovely more and the ungrateful less.  Perfect love is whole, complete, and lacking nothing.  There is never a moment when more needs to extended or withheld.  Only ignorance asks for God’s ‘special’ blessings.  He has none.  No good thing is withheld and given in super abundance later.  Inadequate capacity for receptivity causes seeming variableness.



The only entity capable of such love is God himself who is perfect. Only those whose soul is filled with the Father’s Love can love as Jesus loved.  His will always reflects the exercise of his perfect love.  Only if one is unreservedly dedicated to doing His will can one hope to pursue being perfect, as he is perfect.  If you are truly doing His will then you are exuding an unqualified love which is unaffected by:


1. Time requirements or durations

2. Appreciation or favorable response from the party loved.

3. Temporal repercussions.

4. Appraisal by others of the merits of the love extended.


This is exactly what Jesus did.  Constantly and without any changing or variableness he exuded an invariable love as circumstances varied.  Jesus’ soul was filled with the Father’s Love and it was with this love that he loved others.  He had received this love in his soul in response to his earnest and sincere soul longings and prayer….as can you.   It is the contrast of the love to the circumstances, which made His love remarkable.  He did not love Judas more at the end than at the beginning.  As Judas began and exercised the act of betrayal, the unchanging love of Jesus became particularly noticeable.  Light is more noticeable when darkness is dominant.  One candle could be burning 24 hours a day.  As it exudes light during the daylight hours, it goes relatively unnoticed.  At night, however, when it alone has not succumbed to darkness, it is noticed and regarded as meritorious.  It has not changed, but circumstances make it noteworthy.  On the cross, Jesus did not love those who crucified him more or less.


We were not instructed to become perfect, but rather to be perfect.  We are to be wholeheartedly and unreservedly dedicated to doing the will of the Father.  We can never become God, but we may acquire God’s love in our souls and acquire some of God’s very nature of love in our souls as a result of our sincere prayers and longing for it. 



Do you see the potential and why Jesus said that his yoke was easy?  Jesus defined his ‘yoke’ as he stated, ‘I came not to do my own will, but rather the will of Him who sent me.’  This was his yoke.  As you determine to live moment by moment doing the will of the Father, the responsibilities are lessened and the causes for anxiety are reduced.  You are to invariably do the will of the Father.  You will do this without concern regarding its being appreciated, recognized, understood, or effective.  The act is yours and the consequences God’s as you do His will.  You are concerned with your acts of obedience, not man’s reactions.  You have acquired an eternal purpose.  This purpose is to do the will of your Father.  It is unaffected by time, degree, magnitude, costs, or consequences.  Your consistency becomes habit.  In time you will invision that you are spirit.  Jesus said, ‘They who are born of spirit are spirit.’  You realize that you indwell a temporal material body in which you dwell during this season of doing the will of the Father.  You are becoming less and less concerned with the magnitude of actions.  You have a desire to ‘let your light so shine that men may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.’  This process begins with your early thoughts, words, and actions upon arising and continues throughout each day.  You are a child of I AM.  You are therefore spirit, love, and exude an unchanging and invariable love.  At times it is unnoticed, but at other times it is remarkable.  You love is constant and unaffected by circumstances.



Perfect love is complete, whole, and lacking nothing.  Perfect Love is the Father’s love which you may acquire in your soul to a degree as did Jesus.  It comes in response to sincere prayers and longings for it.   It never needs to be entreated to be more or less.  It is self regulating and unaffected by circumstances or reactions.  Prayer is no longer an attempt to influence God, but is rather exclusively devoted to the purpose of understanding his will so that it may be employed as you pursue the course of being unchanging even as your Father is unchanging.

Indeed, the righteous shine forth as the sun.
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