Noble Wine in the Bible


We all know that wine can be consumed abusively as can anything else.  One can become obese on milk and cheese, but none would call these substances bad.  Likewise, wine was considered a most valuable commodity by notables in the Bible.  It is interesting to note that the word ‘wine’ is used at least 230 times in the Holy Bible.  Below are a few brief instances:


Genesis 14:18-19: And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:


When Isaac gave a blessing to Jacob (thinking he was Esau), he proclaimed:


Genesis 27:28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:


Later when a system of approved offerings was made we see the following statements made:

Exodus 29:38-40 Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year day by day continually.  The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer at even:  And with the one lamb a tenth deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil; and the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink offering.

Leviticus 23:13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin.

Numbers 15:7 And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, for a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Numbers 15:10: And thou shalt bring for a drink offering half an hin of wine, for an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Numbers 18:12 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee.

Numbers 28:7: And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto the LORD for a drink offering.


Blessings were promised to those who were obedient to God’s commands and followed his laws.  Among those blessings was a promise that the people’s wine would be blessed:

Deuteronomy 7:13 And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee.

Deuteronomy 11:14 That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.


The matter of tithing became a matter of law and the tithing of wine was included:

Deuteronomy 14:22-26  Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.   And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.   And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:

 Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose  and thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,

The objective was for the tither to have an enjoyable festivity before the Lord and rejoice.


As I mentioned earlier, wine was considered to be a most valuable commodity.  This was true to such an extent that it was considered to be a worthy object to be tithed.  In order to make wine a man needed to be settled into an area for a while, plant a wineyard, wait a few years until it produced grapes, and then make wine.  He had to have acquired or made a winepress, skins or bottles to put it in, and do a considerable amount of work to produce wine.  No doubt he equated his homemade wine as equal in value to any animal he might kill during a hunt.  Its value is shown in the verses given above which show that a high priest of God offered it and it was to be tithed.  


To understand why it was of such value, I did research and learned from innumerable sources how to make it myself.  I was amazed at the process.  Grapes must be squashed, and the juce extracted.  This juice is put into a container and sugar is added.  Then yeast is introduced.  The yeast is a living fungi, which does 3 things.  It eats sugar, its secretes alcohol, and it expells carbon dioxide.  All of this takes time.  For better flavor it must be aged.  Actually, some of your ‘strong drink’ such as brandy is no other than distilled wine.   I learned to respect the detailed process involved in making wine.  


Jesus did not have a problem being related to wine as shown in these verses:

Luke 7:34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!


I doubt if such a statement would have been given any credence had Jesus not publically been seen drinking wine.  (But this is my assumption.)


Jesus is known to have produced wine for a wedding feast that was about to run out of wine.  Apparently he had no problem ethically or morally in doing such a thing. 


Participants in the Lord’s Supper usually miss the point altogether if they don’t take into account the nature of wine.  The persons of Jesus’ day knew nothing of chemistry.  They only knew that if they all partooked of a bottle of wine, each and every one of them experienced the same thing almost simultaneously…they felt a level of elation and happiness which they had not felt prior to drinking the wine.  An assumption was made that there was a ‘spirit’ within the container and liquid which they were all participants of.  From this later came the expression of ‘alcoholic spirits’.  Anyway, an important part of symbolism took place at the Lord’s supper when Jesus equated His Spirit as being the one that they were all participants of.  Additionally he declared that the wine was his blood.  Therefore, participants were partaking and actually enjoying the life of Christ within themselves…and it felt good.  When the Lord’s supper is practiced in churches today with mere grape juice, much value of the message is missed. 


From all that I have read in the Bible, although wine users were known to foul up from excessive use of wine upon occasion, the beverage itself was considered to be a noble substance worthy of being tithed before the Lord. 


I have found that growing a vegetable garden is fun, but winemaking is also.  Eventually I found out how to make most excellent wine from frozen concentrated grape juice that is available in any grocery store.  Three cans make 1 gallon of wine if you do everything right.  I only make little 1-gallon batches because at my age I should not be fooling around with heavy 5-gallon containers.  Anyway, its fun to do, and I can customize each batch to be whatever I want it to be.  If I were in a situation to tithe my homemade wine I would, with the provision that I get my empty bottles back. 


If you are are a complete abstainer from any alcoholic beverage, good for you, but please be aware that the Bible notables noted above were not.  Their homemade wine was a treasure worthy of presenting to the Lord as part of their tithe.  Everything can be abused and misused, and wine is among those things, but is sanctioned as holy to the Lord in the Old Testament.


If you have an interest in trying the experiment yourself I provide below some urls.  The Tinto TV url will show Nico Sanchez and his wife sharing their starting out experiences into making homemade wine on their excellent website.  In viewing it, I suggest starting with their first video and following it through their progress.  They are learning and I mention this to show how intricate the process can be, while yet simple.  Other urls are sources for supply and further instruction.

Tinto TV – Showing beginners making first batches ( to show you how intricate it can be)
FineVineWines – An excellent supply house with many how to do it articles.
Echraus.com  - Another excellent supply house with how to do it articles.



The urls given to you above will provide you with information to acquaint you with what all is involved in making homemade wine.  In reviewing these sites, if nothing else you will gain an appreciation of the fact that many persons are involved in this hobby.  More importantly, you will gain an appreciation as to why one’s wine was considered to be a treasured commodity worthy of being tithed in the Old Testament.  If these urls don’t satisfy you, just enter into Google, ‘home winemaking’ and see the countless sites devoted to this subject.



Wine predates both you and me, and was considered a commodity of value by the old Bible patriarchs.  Understanding why is helpful.

Harry Hebert – 12/7/07

