THE CROSS RESULTS


The purpose of this article is to review some aspects of the cross, which are seldom discussed.  When Jesus was crucified it became a pivotal point in history.  To this day years are regarded as being BC or AD.  We are presently living in the AD era or ‘after death’.  It is easy to see the significance given to this event by mankind. 
 


Jesus throughout his ministry made enemies.  This was not because of sins on his part but because that which he taught clashed with the contemporary teachings of the Sanhedrin.  In addition to that he publicly denounced them harshly calling them ‘blind guides’ and ‘brood of vipers’ and ‘hypocrites’.  It was equal to publicly calling Billy Graham and the Pope such things to their face with others looking on.  Were they to publicly have replied in kind, they would have lost face by showing that the accusations disturbed them.  No, they must keep their calm exterior and did things behind the scenes instead.  You will note that John the Baptist publicly denounced a king and publicly disgraced the king’s wife by his comments.  Afterwards, the king had John imprisoned and killed.  This was the natural result of making enemies with those that are in power.  Jesus did not interfere with this natural result.  We have no record of Jesus using miraculous power to avoid the natural consequences of his actions.  He was living the life of a man and reaped what he sowed, just as we do.  He sowed contempt for the Sanhedrin’s teachings publicly and reaped the crop of their contempt and hatred.  While his teachings were from God, they nevertheless were politically incorrect in the provinces where he preached.  To be politically incorrect is not wrong; it is just injurious to rapport with the established party.  


Jesus gave up his life to save the lives of his friends.  He had said:

John:15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.


Furthermore, Jesus gave a commandment to his disciples to love one another no less:

John:15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.


The situation may not arise necessitating the giving of our life to purchase the freedom of a friend, but our relation to a friend is to be one of devotion to the well being of that friend and to always be on tap to lose that which is valuable on behalf of a friend, even to the point of death if need be.  Lesser love would fall short of compliance with the commandment.


At the time of Jesus’ arrest, it is my belief that he could have escaped had he chosen to do so.  Let us examine some scripture giving an account of this incident:

John:18:8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way:


Note first of all that Jesus did not seek try to evade his captors or elude them. Apparently Jesus had a presence that commanded respect.  Note the following:

John:18:6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.


Jesus was in charge here even though he was without arms and the soldiers no doubt probably outnumbered the disciples.  When he said “I am He” the soldiers the soldiers fell to the ground.  The movie ‘The Passion’ did not include this part of the scene.  Jesus continued his dialogue by saying the most remarkable thing:

If therefore ye seek me, let these go their way.


The arrest of Jesus took place because he permitted it.  The guards seemed to know this.  A provision of Jesus allowing the arrest was the requirement that the disciples be permitted to go free. Thus in permitting his arrest peaceably, Jesus purchased the freedom of his disciples from arrest.  After Jesus’ crucifixion, the scene changed and the disciples met in secret for fear of arrest.  


Let us pause at this point and review what has been established thus far:


1. Jesus’ teachings and denouncement of religious leaders resulted in them seeking his arrest and trial.

2. Jesus permitted his arrest and bargained that in exchange his disciples be permitted to go free.

There is more but prior to presenting it the reader must examine Jesus’ relationship to 

the law or laws which he was accused of breaking.  Examine these scriptures:

Matthew:5:17-19 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.


From these verses we see that although Jesus was accused of breaking the law, that instead he had come to fulfil the law.  We also see that apparently some were both breaking the law and teaching men to do so as well.  Now we get to the difficult part.  Which law or laws are being referred to?  Therein lies the problem.  It would seem that much which was presented as laws authored by God were in fact simply traditions of men that were presented as doctrine by the religious teachers.  Jesus gives us a method of determining which laws are authored by God and which are not in the following dialogue:

Matthew:22:36-40 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.   This is the first and great commandment.   And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.   On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

It appears that all law authored by God must be in agreement with and resultant from these two great commandments.  Any law, which would teach people to do less than love God completely, cannot be said to have come from God.  Likewise, any law that would teach men to love their neighbor less than themselves, cannot be said to have come from God. This is quite elementary, but if one stumbles on this concept, the entire messages of Jesus will be elusive to them.  We know that Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan who had mercy on the man who had been beaten and left to die by the roadside.  This Samaritan was proactive and loved this total stranger as himself.  That is, he saw to the needs of the stranger and insured that the stranger was treated, as he himself would have wanted to be treated in similar circumstances. Complete love towards God and mercy on our fellow man is the tree of the law, and any additional laws must be fruit from that tree.


Many of the laws in that day were in reference to judging a fellow person.  It is useful at this point to see Jesus’ relation to one such law.  Study this passage:

John:8:3-12 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,  They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.  Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.


Let us look at the laws that the scribes and Pharisees referred to:

Leviticus 20:9-10 For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.  And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

Deuteronomy 22:22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.


Now we see the problem.  If Jesus was the Son of God, then he was obliged to uphold the correctness of laws authored by his Father. What did he do?  He did two things:

1. He effectively removed the accusers leaving the woman with no accusations against her.

2. He refused to condemn her but instead extended mercy.

We see the following verses come into play at this scene:

John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man,…:

John 8:15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

Matthew 15:13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.


We must examine closely scripture related to mercy:

Micah 6:7-8 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
Matthew:9:13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Matthew :12:7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.

Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings


Now you must decide for yourself whether or not God, the Father of Jesus authored the laws I have shown above from the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy.  It serves no purpose for me to state my opinion on this because it would be only….my opinion.  This is something you must determine for yourself.  Jesus had a real problem with religious leaders presenting the teachings of men as though they were authored by his heavenly Father:

Matthew:15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Mark 7:7-13 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.   For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.

 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.   For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:   But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.   And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;   Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.


Some people were taking the funds, which could have been used to aid their parents in their old age, and giving it to the temple treasury instead.  The word Corban means a consecrated present to the Temple fund.  They were telling mom and dad, “I’m sorry, I would like to help you, but that money has gone to help build the temple.”  In so doing, they were not honoring their father and mother because of their tradition.


You may protest saying, “But the commandments from Leviticus and Deuteronomy are in the Old Testament.!?”  Yes, they are.  When the Bible as we now know it was originally compiled, King James bound the present day writings of the Jewish people and put them in the front of the book and it was called the Old Testament and then was added that which we know as the New Testament.  The writings of the Old Testament were not sanitized or Christianized prior to their insertion.  We are able today to see exactly which laws the scribes and Pharisees were referring to.  Some of the laws, which are contained therein, which were not authored by God remain there.  You must decide for yourself which could have come from the two root laws upon which hang all of the laws and the prophets.  Jesus dealt with just a few of those that didn’t.


We will now examine the unique way in which finally the laws themselves were on trial.  Examine carefully words that were said when Jesus was before Pilate.  This is most important:


As Jesus stood before both Pilate and the Chief Priests the following was said:

John:19:7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.


Well then, let just look at the law they referred to:

Leviticus:24:16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.


Jesus had dealt with this earlier in his ministry and referred to a verse in the book of Psalms:

Psalms82:6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High


Notice how Jesus utilized the verse:

John 10:33-36 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.   Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?   If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

The point being made here is they said:

We have a law, and by our law he ought to die.


When they said that, they unwittingly pronounced the death sentence on their own laws.  Let me illustrate with this simple story:

“One day I decided to have a few chickens in my back pasture.  I built a special hen house and furnished it with water, food, and a place to roost.  Then I bought some chickens and placed them in the pen.  Each day I would faithfully see to it that they had water and food and protection from predators.  In fact the existence of the chickens there as well as all of their sustenance came from me.  Without me they would starve and die.  

       One day the chickens became annoyed that I was taking some eggs up to the house.  The discussed it among themselves and managed somehow to get out and marched up to my back porch and said, “We have our law and according to our law you deserve to die because you have taken our eggs.”  Then the chickens pounced upon me and killed me.  This left them without food and water and protection from predators and soon the chickens all died.

      What had just happened?  Their law was shown to be ridiculous and had therefore lost the right to stand as a law altogether.”

When the Jews answered Pilate and said, 

We have a law, and by our law he ought to die.

then their law had just become one that was invalidated. If the enactment of a law results in a condemnation and death of He that created and sustains the life of the practitioners of the law, then the law has ceased to be a valid one  and has annihilated itself.

The groundwork has been given and we are now ready to give the Biblical account of this in motion:

Colossians:2:13-15 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.


Let us look at a few other translations of this:

Amplified Bible

Colossians 2
13And you who were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh (your sensuality, your sinful carnal nature), [God] brought to life together with [Christ], having [freely] forgiven us all our transgressions,
14Having cancelled and blotted out and wiped away the handwriting of the note (bond) with its legal decrees and demands which was in force and stood against us (hostile to us). This [note with its regulations, decrees, and demands] He set aside and cleared completely out of our way by nailing it to [His] cross.
15[God] disarmed the principalities and powers that were ranged against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and in it [the cross].
16Therefore let no one sit in judgment on you in matters of food and drink, or with regard to a feast day or a New Moon or a Sabbath.
17Such [things] are only the shadow of things that are to come, and they have only a symbolic value. But the reality (the substance, the solid fact of what is foreshadowed, the body of it) belongs to Christ.


Worldwide English New Testament

Colossians 2
13 You were dead because of the wrong things you had done, and because your lives had not been made clean. But God gave you life with Christ. He forgave you for all the wrong things you did. 
14 He wiped out all the things that were written against us in the laws. He took the writing away and nailed it to a cross. 
15 He won the victory over powers and rulers. He showed that they had no power at all. He showed the world his victory through the cross. 
16 So do not let anyone say you are wrong about what you eat or drink, or about a feast, or a special holy day or a Sabbath day. 
17 They are like a shadow of what is to come. But Christ is the body that makes the shadow. 

New International Version UK

Colossians 2
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
14 having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.
15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.
17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.


New Life Version

Colossians 2
13When you were dead in your sins, you were not set free from the sinful things of the world. But God forgave your sins and gave you new life through Christ. 14We had broken the Law many ways. Those sins were held against us by the Law. That Law had writings which said we were sinners. But now He has destroyed that writing by nailing it to the cross. 15God took away the power of the leaders of this world and the powers of darkness. He showed them to the world. The battle was won over them through Christ.

English NIV version

Colossians 2
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.   He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
16Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 


Do you remember that earlier when we reviewed how Jesus dealt with the woman accused of adultery?  Do you remember that part of his method was to remove the accusers?  Do you remember how in the absence of accusers that she was as though we were innocent?  Well, this is what the verses in Colossians 2 show us in regards to those laws.  According to those verses God himself nailed the written code with it regulations and nailed it to the cross.   The practitioners of a law enacted it in such a way that it resulted in the annihilation of that law.  Picture a courtroom where a judge asks a bailiff to bring him a copy of the charges against the accused. The bailiff hands the judge 2 blank pieces of paper. The judge says, “I see no charges against the accused.  Case dismissed.”



We are innocent of charges for breaking the laws which were only man’s traditions  because the handwriting of those charges has been erased by God himself. 



The old law was replaced with a better one.  When God writes his laws on your heart, your compliance will be your will rather than a matter of subjection of your will to another:

Hebrews :8:7-13  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.   For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:   Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.   For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:    And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.   In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 


We have read the following verses which are still in effect:

Galations :6:7-8 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.


We are now under a new law to love one another.  When we do that we are in fulfillment of the laws:


Romans13:8  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

Romans13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.


We can see that the process of nailing the accusations against us to the cross worked.  We can rejoice that we are innocent because there remains in us nothing upon which the laws of compensation can operate.  Praise be to God for creating in us a new heart and remembering our sins and iniquities no more.  May God grant us to evermore follow the leadings of His love in our hearts so  that we may forevermore be found to be in a status of fulfilling his Law.


A Christian’s chief delight is in knowing that his life is in accordance with God’s will and purposes.  How wonderful it is that simply allowing the Holy Spirit to send the love of God into our hearts results in us just naturally being able to love as we are instructed to do.

Romans:5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
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