No Stones or Serpents


Jesus illustrated some things that a thoughtful and loving parent wouldn’t do:

Matthew 7:9-11 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?   Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

Luke 11:11-13 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

     We, who are prone to error and misjudgment will nevertheless not be so thoughtless or so carelessly as to give our children something that is harmful.   From this reasoning, we can conclude that neither would our Heavenly Father.  This is important.  You know, it is said that if you give a man fish you have fed him for a day, but if you teach him how to fish you have fed him for a lifetime.  In these verses Jesus is teaching us how to reason spiritually.  As we love others, if we are honest with ourselves we will acknowledge that in and of ourselves we can do nothing, and that the love of God in us breathed the suggestion and we merely agreed with it.  In essence Jesus rejected the idea that the shadow can be greater than the substance, or that water could rise higher than its fountainhead.  Properly done, one would get their concepts of the nature of the Father by studying Jesus’ life and teachings.  He said, “If you have seen me ye have seen the Father for the Father and I are one.”  If anyone knew what the Father is like Jesus did, and his entire life was a revelation of the Father as he moment by moment lived a life doing the will of the Father.   If it was the Father in Him healing the sick, it was also the Father in him refusing to endorse the stoning of the woman caught in adultery, even though the writings of ‘them of old time’ declared that they should.  The Father and Jesus would not have slighted the keeping of a commandment that the Father had authored.  If only he without sin could cast a stone, then the law was unenforceable.



The verses above also relate to the Father giving good things and the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.  Does financial security, good health, and respect of ones peers constitute a good thing to ask for?  Well, these things are good, but they are secondary to the primary thing.  We are to ask for the primary good thing first of all. What then is the primary good thing that we should ask for? One should seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these other things will be added to you.  One should seek to love the Lord their God with all their heart, all their mind, all their soul and all of their strength.  One should seek to literally love their neighbor as themselves.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to send the love of God into your heart to such a degree, that there is room for nothing else.  If you will pray for that…..remember, it is your heavenly Father’s good pleasure to give you good things and His love into your soul. When this has come to pass, the ability to love God with your entire being and your neighbor as yourself will be the natural outpouring of such a state.  We make the mistake of seeking glasses of water one after another rather than seeking the status that Jesus promised.  In John 4:6-24 Jesus speaks of acquiring living water.  We are to seek this living water to become part of our substance constantly springing forth.  Below are some of the key verses:  

John 4:10-14 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.


It appears we should learn what the Father is like by studying both Jesus’ teachings and studying his life as he acted and reacted to situations set before Him.  If you have seen Him, you have seen the Father.  We can determine what the Father will not do from such a study.  Additionally we can seek the living water by being born again from above.  When the love of God completely fills us, we will be able to worship and serve Him both in spirit and in truth.

If you will sincerely pray to God and ask that His Holy Spirit send the love of God into your heart, He will do it to degree that you really want it.  You will find the former attractions of the natural man diminishing and a love for the things of God increasing.  In time you will experience the complete disappearance of thoughts and patterns of action which are alien to the presence of God.  You will have been born again with the love of God indwelling your spirit.  From that point onward,  you will find it most natural to love with an unqualified love and with consistency.  Also, anything that is hostile to the presence of God will have become repugnant to you. 

You will know when you have been born again when you love the brethen as taught in the verses below:

John:4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

1John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death


So first of all desire to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and spirit, and then pray to God to have His Holy spirit inflow the love God into your heart according to the promise in the verse shown below:

Romans:5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.


When this has happened you will be among the first to declare that when you asked for bread you got it!
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